Popular music in Turkey
Since the founding of the Republic of Turkey, music has been a central aspect of Turkish cultural and modernization policies. Th e aim of these policies was to create a modern Turkish nation-state identity. Considering the ethnic and cultural diversity of the former Ottoman Empire, creating such an identity was a diffi cult task. Th e cultural policy was strongly infl uenced by the cultural theorist Ziya Gökalp. He addressed the issue of music in his keynote work Türkcülügün Esaslari (Th e Principles of Turkism) as follows:
Today, we are thus confronted with three kinds of music: Eastern, Western, and folk. I wonder which of them is our real national music? We have already noted that Eastern music is both sick and non-national, whereas neither folk nor Western music is foreign to us since the fi rst is the music of our culture and the second that of our new civilization. I submit, therefore, that our national music will be born of a marriage between folk and Western music. Our folk music has given us many melodies. If we collect these and harmonize them in the Western manner, we shall have both a national and a European music. 2 Turkish folk music was regarded as the original Turkish music that ought to constitute the basis for a modern and Western Turkish-European music. Action was taken against types of music such as the classical art music of the Ottoman court or its more popular counterpart, popular art music. Th ey were regarded as representing the ethnic diversity of the Ottoman Empire, the detested Orient and backwardness itself. By means such as a radio ban on Turkish and especially Ottoman music in 1934 and free lessons in Western music by European teachers, the Turkish government tried to edge out the Eastern, Ottoman music and force a West-East synthesis blending Turkish folk music with Western music into a new and modern Turkish music. 3 Th e heavily-promoted music of the new composers educated in Western music and the Western classical music did not gain any popularity among the Turkish population. Th e radio ban was lift ed aft er 20 months and changed into a system of strict control. Due to a state monopoly of broadcasting that lasted until the 1990s, TRT (Türkiye Radyo Televizyon Kurumu, Turkish radio and television company) was the only station to broadcast the formerly banned music.
